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Lorry driver behind fatal �ve-vehicle
pileup �ned RM6,500
By Ersie Anjumin - February 24, 2022 @ 5:03pm

-File pic, for illustration purpose only.

KOTA KINABALU: A lorry driver who had caused an accident involving �ve
vehicles two years ago, was �ned RM6,500 in default of four months' jail
by the Magistrate's Court here today.

The accident involved a Nissan garbage truck, a Toyota Hilux Vigo, Toyota
Avanza, Toyota Vios, and a Subaru.

A female pedestrian was also killed.

Muhammad Sidik Aris, 32, who appeared before magistrate Lovely
Natasha Charles, pleaded guilty to careless and inconsiderate driving on
Feb 25, 2019 at 6pm at Jalan Sub Minintod, Bukit Padang, here.
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The offence under Section 43(1) of the Road Transport Act 1987 carries a
�ne of between RM4,000 and RM10,000 and jail of up to 12 months upon
conviction.

The court also ordered Muhammad's driving licence to be endorsed with
the conviction.

Tra�c prosecuting o�cer, Inspector Mohammad Khairul Nizam Mokhtar,
in presenting the facts of the case, told the court that the accident
occurred due to Muhammad's carelessness as he failed to control the
truck.
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Mohammad Khairul said the accused lost control of the vehicle due to a
brake system malfunction as he was driving downhill towards Bukit
Padang.

The pedestrian, identi�ed as Helen Luther, was pronounced dead at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 2.

In seeking leniency, National Legal Aid Foundation (YBGK) counsel Lim
Ming Zoong @ Lawrence told the court that the accused has a child and
was his family's sole breadwinner.

Mohammad Khairul urged for an appropriate sentence as a lesson to the
accused.

Meanwhile in an unrelated case in the same court, a civil servant was
�ned RM200 in default one-month's jail for using a mobile phone without
an independent holder while driving.

Jakim Yusof, 36, admitted to committing the offence on Feb 16, at 5.43 at
Jalan Tun Fuad, here.

The offence falls under Rule 17A, LN166/59. First-time offenders face a
maximum �ne of RM1,000 or jail time of up to three months while second-
time offenders would be subject to �nes of up to RM2,000, and/or jail
time of up to six months.

In Malaysia, the offence has been a non-compoundable offence since
2020. Offenders will be required to make a court appearance before a
magistrate to settle individual cases.
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